Devayani
Dancer Choreographer
Bharata Natyam Total Art Passion Alive

A great classical dance star of Indian Dance, an eminent artist of Bharata Natyam, Devayani evokes beauty and harmony of classical art.

Devayani began studying classical Ballet at the age of 8 in Paris and later modern contemporary dance and Flamenco. When she by chance, heard Ravi Shankar, Indian Classical Music came as a revelation but it is the unforgettable Bharata Natyam dance sequence in the film by Louis Malle 'Phantom India' which inspired her to surrender herself to this ancient temple dance form.

Trained under the 'Great Masters of the Bharata Natyam dance tradition', Shri K.G. Ellapa Mudaliar and Kalaimamani V.S. Muthuswamy Pillai of the temple towns of South India, Devayani also learnt the art of abhinaya under Kalanidhi Narayanan and vocal carnatic music under the tutelage of Padmavibushan Dr. Balamurali Krishna. Devayani took Indian audiences by storm with her acting and dance performances in the lead role of the Telugu film 'America Ammayi'.
From Madras, Devayani came to Delhi and formed her own troupe under guru Shri V. Sadasivam's scintillating musical direction, performed in the most sought after venues of all the Indian metropolitan cities. Further, Devayani participated in the major Festivals of Music and Dance in India, the 'Swami Haridas Sangeet Sammelan', Mumbai, the 'Divisional Utsav', Gwalior, the 'Multi Arts Festival', Bhopal, ITC 'Golden Greats Festival', Jodhpur, 'Taj Mahotsav', Agra, 'Kalidas Festival', ‘Taramati Festival of Music & Dance’, ‘Ellora Ajanta Festival', Lucknow Mahotsav, Buddha Mahotsav, Sri Sankat Mocham Sangeet Samaroh, Chakradhar Samaroh, Modhera Sun Temple Dance Festival, Mahakaleshwar Festival Ujjain, Jhansi Mahotsav, Uday Shankar Dance Festival, Pracheen Kala Kendra Nritya & Sangeet Samaroh etc., and with tireless “ élan ” performed across the whole of Madhya Pradesh 'Narmada Ke Kinare'.
Since her dazzling international debut at the Purcell Room during the Festival of India in London in 1982 and her triumphant performance at the Queen Elizabeth Hall in 1986, Devayani has been thrilling worldwide audiences. Devayani won the hearts of the critics and of music & dance lovers and was selected by the Arts Council of Great Britain as the 'First Asian dancer Artiste in Residence' to promote Indian Dance and Culture in UK. With her systematic and strategic approach of international platforms including Purcell Room, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Commonwealth Institute, Nehru Centre, the 'Dance World' event in London, The Edinburgh International Festival in Scotland, the prestigious 'Eesti Concert Hall' in Tallinn, Estonia, the 'Hellas International Dance Festival', 'India vision 98' for the 50th Anniversary of India's Independence celebrations in Greece & The Pierce Theatre in Athens, 'Indian Landscapes 2000', in Rome, Italy ,The World Culture Open in Seoul, Korea Devayani has placed Bharata Natyam on the map of the world, bestowing it with her unique enthusiasm and great passion.

Devayani has staged her own productions : 'Temple', 'Exotica', 'Like a Goddess', 'the Cosmic Dance of Shiva' before world audiences after premiering them all at the International Edinburgh Festival Fringe, her favorite boards. Through the various themes that she explores, ranging from the dialogue with God, to sensuality, feminine energy, to the mysterious power of Shiva, Devayani lends her unmatched sense of individual expression to a richly woven choreography.

Devayani takes her art to further heights when she merges the classicism and rigor of Bharata Natyam into the vast modern space of a contemporary presentation meant to reveal the intrinsic beauty of the art form and its universal appeal.

Devayani gives utmost importance to the high level of excellence of the members of her orchestra. She brings out the best of each musician in order to endow her performance with a powerful and lyrical musical texture.

The consecration of her art came in May 2000 at the XXIV Algarve International Music Festival in Portugal, where she was given top billings along with the great opera singer Luciano Pavarotti and the star of the Kirov Opera, Olga Borodina. In September 2004 Devayani was selected to represent India officially and perform traditional Indian Dance at the 'World Culture Open 2004' in Seoul, Korea. She was the only artist from India.

Devayani was an active member of the International Dance Council (Unesco, Paris) from 2003 to 2007. She was selected by the Council to perform in Athens, Greece at The Peace & Friendship Stadium for the 20th World Congress on Dance Research and at the Dora Sratou Amphitheatre for the 21st World Congress on Dance Research at the invitation of The International Dance Council, National Commission for Unesco, Paris. Further, Devayani has been touring internationally to share her passion and enthusiasm for the Ancient Dance form with wide audiences.

Devayani is Master of Arts, French Honours, PHD Sorbonne University, Paris. She was commissioned by the ICCR to translate (from English into French) "Letters from a father to his daughter" by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. Author of several articles: 'Prayer for Peace', My dance my life', etc. Devayani has participated in number of seminars and conducted workshops and lecture demonstrations which all demonstrate her deep understanding of the Bharata Natyam art dance and her spiritual values.

Devayani's impact on the world of Indian Classical Dance has crossed the borders far and wide, bringing many admirers to her art. Endowed with an aristocratic and a charismatic personality, combined with her command of the dance, Devayani brings something unique to Bharata Natyam and to the World of Art. Devayani believes in the power of Art to spread Peace and Harmony in the world.

Devayani is an ardent protagonist of promoting Bharata Natyam in its pristine form. In her performances it has been her endeavor to preserve and project the pristine glory, the purity and beauty of this ancient dance form. Endowed with this guiding spirit Devayani has achieved outstanding success, acclaim and recognition both at the national and international level. The conferment in New Delhi in presence of the former Deputy Prime Minister of India of 'The IMM Top Cultural Ambassador Award for Excellence' on her bears eloquent testimony to her achievements and to her contribution to the internationalisation of Bharata Natyam.

Further Devayani was conferred the 'National Women Excellence Award' in 2008 by the Women International – WIN - for Culture, Tradition & Art Promotion. On 26th January 2009, Devayani was conferred the ' Padma Shri ' Award, one of the highest National Indian Civilian Awards by the President of India for her outstanding achievements in the internationalisation of Bharata Natyam. Devayani is the first French Artist to have received this honour from the Government of India. Devayani was selected by the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, for the 'Real People' advertising ‘ Incredible India ’ campaign and was given a full page coverage in the TIME & NEWSWEEK magazines in addition to 70 other international magazines . A 20 feet hoarding with her Bharata Natyam pose against the backdrop of Mahabalipuram was displayed in Times  Square, New York  for the ‘Incredible India’ campaign of the Government of India. 

***********************
D e v a y a n i
B h a r a t a  N a t y a m  T o t a l  A r t  P a s s i o n  A l i v e
Teachers and Gurus
Chennai : Shri K.G. Ellapa Mudaliar

Kalaimanani Shri V.S. Muthuswami Pillai

New Delhi : Choreography & Musical

Direction Guru V. Sadasivam

Sri Ram Bharatiya Kala Kendra : Justin Mc Carthy
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Dr. Yamini Krishnamurthi

Abhinaya (Mime) Kalanidhi Narayanan

Karanas (sculptural poses) Swarnamukhi

Kuchipudi : Vempati Chinna Satyam

Vocal Carnatic Music

Padmavibhushan Dr. Balamuralikrishna

Performances in India & Television Shows :




Highlights

Rasika Ranjani Sabha
  




Mylapore Fine Arts





Chennai

National Centre for the Performing Arts

Tata Theatre   Nehru Centre



Mumbai

Rabindra Sadan  Kala Mandir



Kolkata

Kamani Hall, Habitat Centre, IIC, ML Bhartia  Audi


United Nations’ Day Azad Bhavan ICCR

      
New Delhi


Narmada Ke Kinare  Tour


   
 Madhya Pradesh

Year of France


       


India 

Swami Haridas Sangeet Sammelan


Mumbai

Divisional Utsav





Gwalior

Multi Arts Festival





Bhopal

ITC Golden Greats Festival                                          Jodhpur

Sangeet Natak Academy   Lucknow 


Kolkata   

Haridas Mahotsav





Aligarh

Mardol Temple Dance Festival



Goa

Uttaranchal Formation Day



Dehradun         
Taj Mahotsav





Agra                
Kalidas Festival





Nagpur
  

Taramati Music & Dance Festival


Hyderabad      

Anushruti Dance & Music Festival


Katni               

Ellora Ajanta Festival




Aurangabad

Neemrana Fort Palace




Rajasthan

New Year  Festival, National Crafts Mela         
Chandigarh

Buddha Mahotsav

Bodhgaya 

Bahai’ House of Worship Auditorium

New Delhi

Sri Sankat Mocham Sangeet Samaroh 

Varanasi 

‘Horizons’ Series ICCR & Kala Prakash

Varanasi 

Gaiety Theatre

Shimla

EZCC Auditorium

Kolkata

Chakradhar Samaroh 

Raigarh 

Dussehra Festivities   Mysore Palace 

Mysore

SPIC MACAY programs

New Delhi

Modhera Sun temple Dance Festival                

Gujarat 

Mahakaleshwar Temple Festival 

Ujjain Madhya Pradesh

Jhansi Mahotsav

Jhansi Uttar Pradesh 

Uday Shankar Dance Festival

Kolkata West Bengal

Annual Bhavan’s Dance Festival 

Chennai Tamilnadu 

43rd Pracheen Kala Kendra Nritya &

Chandigarh U.T.

Sangeet Sammelan 


Programmes for Indian TV Network : Doordarshan , CPC,DD National ,Headlines Today, NDTV Metro Nation, CNBE & for number of television channels across India

Performances & Television in the West

Highlights

International Choreography Contest Award Nyon


Switzerland

Palais des Congres Paris






France

India’s Republic Day Celebrations




Germany

First Asian Dancer Artist in Residence : Arts Council of Great Britain

Purcell Room  Queen Elisabeth Hall  Commonwealth Institute


The October Gallery  Nehru Centre  London



U.K.

Edinburgh International Festival Fringe

1987, 1988, 89 & 1992, 1993 & 1997




Scotland

Villa Louvini in concert with Laxmi Shankar 



Luxemburg

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s Birth Centenary



France Germany











Finland Denmark

Orient ‘98’ Festival  Eesti Concert Hall  Tallinn


Estonia

India Vision ‘98’ 50th Anniversary of India’s Independence 

Athens








Greece

Indian Cultural Centre (ICCR Sponsored) 1999 Berlin


Germany

‘Indian landscapes 2000’  Rome





Italy

XXIV Algarve International Music Festival 2000 Top billings 

with Luciano Pavarotti & Olga Borodina



Portugal

Hellas International Dance Festival 2001

Veakion Amphitheatre  Piraeus





Greece

Tagore Centre  Berlin  2001





Germany

Nehru Centre  London  2001





England

Pierce Theater  Athens  The American College of Greece 

Greece

World Culture Open 2004  Seoul





Korea

20th World Congress on Dance Research 2006

Peace & Friendship Stadium  Athens







21st World Congress on Dance Research 2007

Dora Stratou Amphitheatre  Athens




Greece

22nd World Congress on Dance Research   2008  Athens

Greece 

20 feet hoarding in TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK for the ‘Incredible 

India’ campaign 2009-2010, Ministry of Tourism, Govt. of India
U.S.

Tour to China for ‘Pudong Lujiazui Cup 2010’ Shanghai

China 

Television Shows & Interviews

FR3 (Paris), BBC, ITV (UK), Zee TV, Asia TV (U.K., U.S.) Net (Greece)

Full page coverage in the TIME & NEWSWEEK magazines & 70 International Magazines across Asia, Europe, US

E-mail: devayani_dance @ rediffmail.com;devayanidance10@gmail.com;kumari.devayani@facebook.com

Web: www.devayanidance.com, www.facebook.com/people/Kumari-Devayani, www.youtube.com/watch?v=6t0_UzDwuFA
Telefax: 00 91 11 26910538; Mob: 00 91 9810911944
�





Winner of the ‘ IMM Top Cultural Ambassador Award For Excellence’,


of the ‘National Women Excellence Award’ 


Padma Shri Awardee 








